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fear that the estimate of the value of our services
to India will more nearly resemble that which we
ourselves now place on the services rendered by the
Spaniards to South America, than the exaggerated
view of the beneficence of our administration which
is generally taken among us to-day.

The first attempts of the English ^to establish
direct trade with India were made in the reign of
the Emperor Akbar. They were unsuccessful, nor
w^as it until after the missions of Captain Hawkins-
and Sir Thomas Roe to the Court of Jehangir that
a factory and settlement were obtained at Surat on
favourable terms. Akbar's reign of fifty years was,
in all probability, the most prosperous period for the
mass of the people that had been seen since the
downfall of the ancient Chalookya dynasty. This was
chiefly due to the firmness with which he maintained
his power, and to the justice and considerateness of
his taxation. The settlement of the land revenue
was carried out by the famous Rajah Toder Mull,
though there is little doubt that the arrangements
were in existence before, and were only equitably
reduced to order by him. According to the Code
of Menu one-fifth of the produce could be taken ;
by Toder Mull's regulations one-third was nominally
so taken on an average of ten years. This payment,,
which had gradually come to be made in money, was
confirmed in that sense; though the proportion
might be paid in kind if the money payment were
alleged to be too onerous ; and the exaction was very
rarely pressed in hard times. Where the system of
farming the revenue was the rule, both before and